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Alternative to I&D: Vessiloop

• loop drainage technique, 

– the provider makes 2 small, 4-mm to 5-mm 
incisions at the periphery of the abscess. 

– A hemostat is used to disrupt loculations and then 
the vessel loop is inserted and pulled through 
both incisions. 

– Patients are instructed to slide the silicon vessel 
loop twice daily



Vesi Loop Inclusion Criteria

• Inclusion Criteria:

– Physical findings suggestive of skin abscess 
warranting incision and drainage



Vesi Loop Exclusion Criteria

• Abscess not suitable for drainage in the ED (eg. <1 cm 
induration, >15 cm induration)

• Immunocompromised status (eg. diabetic patient or taking 
immunosuppressive medication)

• Need for hospitalization following drainage

• Abscess located above the clavicles or significantly involving 
genitals/pilonidal region

• Previous instrumentation to the abscess

• High probability of loss to follow up (parent does not commit 
to both mandatory follow up appointments)



• the loop technique is short, comparable to 
standard I&D in complexity, and requires no 
packing changes, making wound care much easier 
for the patient and increases drainage

• https://videos.files.wordpress.com/Z48KANtH/loop-i-d-
web-version_dvd.mp4

https://videos.files.wordpress.com/Z48KANtH/loop-i-d-web-version_dvd.mp4
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• Cyst Cyst Removal
Diffe Differences between Cyst and Abcess

Anat When do Cysts need to be removed

Caus Anatomy (Causes and Risks)

Whe Assessment (History and Physical)

Proc Patient Preparation 

Procedure

Follow Up
http://https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlXAIiYKf1A
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